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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). tn no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1- Applicant's amendment was received on 3/4/05, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 1-24 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 14-18, filed 3/4/05, with respect to the rejection(s)of 
claim(s) 1-4, 7-12, and 17-22 under 35 U.S. C. 102(b), as being anticipated by Yamamoto et al 
(U.S. Patent Number 5,392,132), have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of ' 
rejection is made in view of Mori et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,418,630). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-10, 12-21, 23, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Mori et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,418,630). 

Regarding claim 1, Mori discloses a communication system having an image input 
apparatus (image reader 3, seen in Figs. 1 and 3) and an image formation apparatus for 
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communicating with the image input apparatus (main unit 2, seen in Figs. 1 and 2), the system 
conprising a wireless communication device which communicates between the image formation 
apparatus and the image input apparatus via a wireless line (see Fig. 5, column 2, Unes 1-26, and 
column 9, Une 50-column 10, Une 42), and having a pluraUty of communication modes (see 
Tables 1 and 2, in columns 8 and 9), a detection device which detects a predetermined operation 
by a user for instructing the image formation apparatus to perform a predetermined process on an 
image input by the image input apparatus (via operation section 25 or 40, column 8, hne 8- 
column 10, Une 42), and a control device which changes modes of the wireless communication 
device in accordance with a detection result by the detection device (see Figs 6-11, column 10, 
line 43-column 13, hne 29), and for controUing transmission of the image input by the image 
input apparatus in the changed mode to the image formation apparatus (column 10, line 43- 
column 11, Une 49, and column 12, Unes 3-22). 

Regarding claim 2, Mori discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches of a selecting device which selects printing of the image input by the image input 
apparatus (operation sections 25 or 40, column 8, line 8-column 10, line 42), a command sending 
device which sends a command to request start of transmission of print data from the image input 
apparatus to the image formation apparatus, after the mode of the wireless communication device 
is changed by the control device, if printing is selected (see Table 2, column 9, line 50-column 
10, Une 68, and column 12, lines 3-42), and a start device which starts to transmit an image 
stored in a memory of the image input apparatus to the image formation apparatus, in response to 
the command of the image formation apparatus (column 11, Une 1 -column 13, Une 45). 
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Regarding claim 3, Mori discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches of a selecting device which selects transmission of the image input by the image input 
apparatus to a communication Une connected to the image formation apparatus (operation 
sections 25 or 40, column 8, line 8-column 10, hne 42), a command sending device which sends 
a command to request start of transmission data from the image input apparatus to the image 
formation apparatus after the mode of the wireless communication device is changed by the 
control device, if transmission to the communication Kne is selected (see Table 2, column 9, hne 
50-column 10, Une 68, and column 12, hues 3-42), and a start device to transmit the image stored 
in a memory of the image input apparatus to the image formation apparatus in response to the 
command of the image formation apparatus (column 11, hne 1 -column 13, hne 45). 

Regarding claim 4, Mori discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and fixrther 
teaches that the wireless communication device is operable to estabhsh a wireless hnk through an 
initial connection procedure (column 2, hues 14-26, and column 13, Une 60-column 14, Une 5), 
and, in accordance with a predetermined condition, to change the mode to a low power 
consumption connection mode in which an initial connection procedure is not necessary (column 
14, Une 6-column 15, Une 6). 

Regarding claim 5, Mori discloses the system discussed above in claim 4, and fiirther 
teaches that if a given time passes after making the transition to the low power consumption 
connection mode, the wireless communication device is operable to eliminate the low power 
consumption connection mode (column 14, line 6-column 15, Une 6). 
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Regarding claim 6, Mori discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the image input apparatus is a portable scanner that can be detached from and 
attached to the image formation apparatus (column 13, hues 19-45). 

Regarding claim 7, Mori discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the control device is operable to change the mode in accordance with the 
predetermined operation and the mode of the wireless communicating device (see Table 2, 
column 9, hne 50-column 10, hne 68, and column 12, Unes 3-42). 

Regarding claim 8, Mori discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches of the predetermined operation is an operation for outputting the image input by the 
image input apparatus by the image communication apparatus (see Table 2, column 9, line 50- 
column 10, hne 68, and column 12, lines 3-42). 

Regarding claim 9, Mori discloses the system discussed above in claim 8, and further 
teaches that the output includes at least one of print output and output to the communication hne 
connected to the image formation apparatus (see Table 2, and column 9, line 50-column 10, hne 
68). 

Regarding claim 10, Mori discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the control device is operable to change modes so that at least power consumption of 
the wireless communicating device is changed (see Table 2, column 9, hne 50-column 10, hne 
68, and column 12, hne 3-column 14, line 5, wherein power consun5)tion is inherently changed 
in the various modes). 

Regarding claim 12, Mori discloses a method of controlhng a communication system 
having an image input apparatus (image reader 3, seen in Figs. 1 and 3) and an image formation 
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apparatus (main unit 2, seen in Figs. 1 and 2) for communication with the image input apparatus, 
the image formation apparatus wirelessly communicates with the image input apparatus by a 
wireless method (column 2, lines 1-26) having a plurality of communication modes (see Tables 1 
and 2, in columns 8 and 9), the method conprising the steps of detecting a predetermined 
operation by a user for instructing the image formation apparatus to perform a predetermined 
process on an image input by the image input apparatus (via operation section 25 or 40, column 
8, line 8-column 10, line 42), changing the mode of the wireless method in accordance with a 
detection of the predetermined operation (see Figs 6-11, column 10, hne 43 -column 13, hne 29) 
and controlling transmission of the image input by the image input apparatus in the changed 
mode to the image formation apparatus (column 10, hne 43-column 1 1, line 49, and column 12, 
lines 3-22). 

Regarding claim 13, Mori discloses an image input apparatus (image reader 3, seen in 
Figs. 1 and 3) comprising a wireless communication device which communicates with an image 
formation apparatus (main unit 2, seen in Figs. 1 and 2) via a wireless hne (see Fig. 5, column 2, 
lines 1-26, and column 9, hne 50-column 10, hne 42), a detection device which detects a 
predetermined operation by a user for instructing the image formation apparatus to perform a 
predetermined process on an image input by the image input apparatus (via operation section 40, 
column 8, line 28-column 10, line 42), and a changing device which changes a mode of the 
wireless communication device in accordance with the detection by the detection device (see 
Figs 6-11, column 10, hne 43-column 13, hne 29), and a transmission device which performs a 
transmission process for transmitting the image input by the image input apparatus in the 
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changed mode to the image foraiation apparatxis (column 10, line 43 -column 11, line 49, and 
column 12, hnes 3-22). 

Regarding claim 14, Mori discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 13, and 
further teaches of a selecting device which selects printing of the image input by the image input 
apparatus (operation section 40, column 8, hne 39-column 10, Une 42), a sending device which 
sends a command to request start of transmission of print data from the image input apparatus to 
the image formation apparatus, after the mode of the wireless communication device is changed 
by the control device, if printing is selected (see Table 2, column 9, line 50-column 10, hne 68, 
and column 12, hnes 3-42). 

Regarding claim IS, Mori discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 13, and 
further teaches of a selecting device which selects transmission of the image input by the image 
input apparatus to a communication line connected to the image formation apparatus (operation 
section 40, column 8, line 39-column 10, Une 42), a sending device which sends a command to 
request start of transmission data from the image input apparatus to the image formation 
apparatus after the mode of the wireless communication device is changed by the control device, 
if transmission to the communication hne is selected (see Table 2, column 9, line 50-column 10, 
line 68, and column 12, hnes 3-42). 

Regarding claim 16, Mori discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 13, and 
further teaches that the wireless communication device is operable to estabhsh a wireless link 
through an initial connection procedure (column 2, hnes 14-26, and column 13, Une 60-column 
14, Une 5), and, in accordance with a predetermined condition, to change the mode to a low 
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power coiisun5)tion connection mode in which an initial connection procedure is not necessary 
(column 14, line 6-column 15, line 6). 

Regarding claim 17, Mori discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 16, and 
further teaches that if a given time passes after making the transition to the low power 
consumption connection mode, the wireless communication device is operable to eliminate the 
low power consumption connection mode (column 14, Une 6-column 15, hne 6). 

Regarding claim 18, Mori discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 13, and 
further teaches that the changing device is operable to change the mode in accordance with the 
predetermined operation and the mode of the wireless communicating device (see Table 2, 
column 9, hne 50-column 10, Une 68, and column 12, lines 3-42). 

Regarding claim 19, Mori discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 13, and 
further teaches that the predetermined operation is an operation for outputting the image input by 
the image input apparatus by the image formation apparatus (see Table 2, column 9, hne 50- 
column 10, line 68, and column 12, Unes 3-42). 

Regarding claim 20, Mori discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 19, and 
further teaches that the output includes at least one of print output and output to the 
communication hne connected to the image formation apparatus (see Table 2, and column 9, hne 
50-column 10, Une 68). 

Regarding claim 21, Mori discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 13, and 
further teaches that the changing device is operable to change modes so that at least power 
consumption of the wireless communicating device is changed (see Table 2, column 9, Une 50- 
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column 10, line 68, and column 12, line 3-column 14, line 5, wherein power consunption is 
inherently changed in the various modes). 

Regarding claim 23, Mori discloses a method of controUing an image input apparatus 
(image reader 3, seen in Figs. 1 and 3), capable of communicating with an image formation 
apparatus (main unit 2, seen in Figs. 1 and 2) by a wireless method (colunm 2, Unes 1-26) having 
a pluraUty of communication modes (see Tables 1 and 2, in columns 8 and 9), the method 
comprising the steps of detecting a predetermined operation by a user for instructing the image 
formation apparatus to perform a predetermined process on an image input by the image input 
apparatus (via operation section 25 or 40, column 8, Une 8-column 10, Une 42), changing a mode 
of the wireless method in accordance with a detection in the predetermined operation (see Figs 6- 
1 1, column 10, Une 43-column 13, line 29) and transmitting the image input by the image input 
apparatus in the changed mode to the image formation apparatus (column 10, line 43-column 11, 
line 49, and column 12, lines 3-22). 

Regarding claim 24, Mori discloses a storage medium (see Fig. 3, ROM 32) storing a 
computer program for controlling a processor to carry out a method of claim 23 (column 8, Hnes 
17-28). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 11 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mori et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 5,418,630) in view of Nevo et al (U.S. Patent Number 6,600,726, cited 
in the Office action dated 1 1/29/04). 

Regarding claims 11 and 22, Mori discloses the system and apparatus discussed above in 
claims 1 and 13, respectively, but fails to expressly disclose if the wireless communicating 
device is operable to perform communication based on the Bluetooth specification. 

Nevo discloses a communication system (see Fig. 1) having an image input apparatus and 
an image formation apparatus communicating with the image input apparatus (column 3, line 28- 
column 4, line 55), comprising wireless communication device which communicates between the 
image formation apparatus and the input image apparatus via a wireless line (column 4, Unes 36- 
55). Further, Nevo teaches that the wireless communicating device is operable to perform 
communication based on the Bluetooth specification (column 4, lines 36-55). 

Mori & Nevo are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that perform a wireless communication between a scanner and a host computer. At the 
time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
include Nevo's teachings of communicating using the Bluetooth specification within the system 
of Mori. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Mori's system would 
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conform with well-known standards, as recognized by Nevo in column 4, lines 36-55, thus being 
usable to more users. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Nevo 
with the system of Mori to obtain the invention as specified in claims 1 1 and 22. 



Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
AppUcant is reminded of the extension of time poUcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 




